
Harmony Highlights
For Wildcat Families

Save the Date - September
Sept 3……………………………....Labor Day/School Holiday

Sept 6………………………………PTA Room Parent Breakfast  9:30

Sept 7………………………………Grandparents Day Celebration  9:00-12:00

Sept 8………………..……………..Saturday Intervention Program  9:00-11:00

Sept 12-14…………………………CogAT Testing for Grades 1,2, & 5

Sept 13………………….………....PTA Fundraiser Begins

Sept 14……………………………..PTA Box Tops Contest Begins
                                                      PTA Board Meeting  9:00
                                                      PTA Committee Meeting  10:30

Sept 18…….……………………....3rd Grade In-House Field Trip

Sept 19….………………………....Girl Scout Parent Meeting  6:30 pm

Sept 20….………………………....Boy Scout Parent Meeting  7:00 pm

Sept 21….………………………....School Council Meeting  7:30 am

Sept 22….………………………....Saturday Intervention Program 9:00-11:00

Sept 24-28.………………………...IOWA Testing for Grades 2 & 5

Sept 27…….……………………….3rd Grade Field Trip

Sept 28…….……………………….PTA Box Top Contest Ends
                                                      Pathfinders Meeting  8:00 am 1



Dear Harmony Families,
 
When it comes to providing for the safety and security of our students and staff, there is 
continual work being done at Harmony. We have always taken safety and security 
seriously.  With the support of the district, we are committed to hiring School Resource 
Officers and have technology to enhance security. Each school works from a district 
template to produce a Safety Plan specific to our facility, community, staff, and students 
that addresses the needs and hazards that we may face. In collaboration with our School 
Resource Officer, this plan is submitted to our district for review each year, prior to the first 
day of school.
 
One system in place is the Visitor Management System (VMS) or “buzz-in system.” It has 
been in place for over a year at Harmony. The Visitor Management System serves several 
purposes:
1.  Alerts staff that someone is at the entrance
2.  Allows communication with the visitor before entry
3.  Delays entry, especially if the visitor exhibits suspicious behavior
4.  Acts as a deterrent for criminal activity
5.  Meets parental and community expectations for school security
 
However, with all of this background planning, the most critical factor is our families. As 
you know, the front entry of the school is secured during regular school hours with access 
granted by the receptionist or other designated personnel. The receptionist will speak to 
every visitor, even if she is familiar with the family to maintain consistency of practice.
 
When a visitor comes to the door, she will activate the “Bell” symbol on the VMS intercom. 
The receptionist will view the camera image of the person, greet each visitor and provide 
entry if acceptable. However, entry could be delayed due to activities in the office. Please 
be patient with us and know that security is our number one priority.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Marie Keskonis
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Why Your Child Should Read for AT LEAST 20 Minutes Every Day outside of school
 
“Why can’t I skip my 20 minutes of reading tonight?”
Let’s figure it out —MATHEMATICALLY!
 
Student A reads 20 minutes five nights of every week;
Student B reads only 4 minutes a night…or not at all!
 
Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each week.
Student A reads 20 min. x 5 times a week = 100 mins./week
Student B reads 4 minutes x 5 times a week = 20 minutes
 
Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each month.
Student A reads 400 minutes a month.
Student B reads 80 minutes a month.
 
Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 9 months/school year
Student A reads 3600 min. in a school year.
Student B reads 720 min. in a school year.
 
Student A practices reading the equivalent of ten whole school days a year.
Student B gets the equivalent of only two school days of reading practice.
By the end of 6th grade if Student A and Student B maintain these same reading habits:
Student A will have read the equivalent of 60 whole school days
Student B will have read the equivalent of only 12 school days.
 
One would expect the gap of information retained will have widened considerably and so, 
undoubtedly, will school performance. How do you think Student B will feel about 
him/herself as a student?
 
Some questions to ponder:
Which student would you expect to read better?
Which student would you expect to know more?
Which student would you expect to write better?
Which student would you expect to have a better vocabulary?
Which student would you expect to be more successful in school….and in life?
 
WHY READ 30 MINUTES A DAY?
Now you understand why reading daily is so very important. Why not have family night 
reading? It is great to just shut off the television or phone for 20-30 minutes and read… 
and share.
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Kindergarten is learning how to play on different instruments by keeping the steady beat and 
exploring how each instrument can make different sounds. They are constantly exploring, moving, 
and learning in the music specials.

First grade is learning how to read rhythms by clapping and reading pre-notation symbols 
such as “Dog” and “Kitty”. Parents, did you see their solo certificate? They all sang a solo in class 
and received a solo certificate on Bow Wow Wow and Naughty Kitty Cat. Have them sing for you 
today!

Second and Third grade is also learning how to read and clap the rhythms together as a 
class. They are currently learning the technique in playing and performing on the xylophones and 
drums.

Fourth and Fifth grade is reading rhythm and playing it on their instruments! We recently 
had a mini performance for their classroom teacher of what they learned in music class.
Stickers and music dollars
In music class it is my expectation that students will always be: Respectful, Responsible, a Role 
Model, and be Safe. Students who consistently follow directions will be rewarded both individually 
and as a class.
·        Kindergarten receives a mysterious friend sticker on their shoulders and dojo rewards.
·        1st – 5th grade receives dojo rewards and music dollar where they can spend it on the treasure 
box at the end of music specials. Music dollar is a great way for students to also learn how to be 
respectful and be responsible.

 I look forward to working with you this year!!!! Please do not hesitate to contact me. 
        Lydia Lee

Learning really can be fun in STEM.  Your students are working so hard. In 
September, 1st graders are identifying the needs of plants.  We will be planting seeds to 
see if they grow.

Harmony 2nd graders are learning about states of matter.  We will be talking 
about solids, liquids and gases. In September, 3rd graders will be learning about heat.  
We are starting by making a solar oven. The 4th graders are learning about food webs.  
Your 4th grade student should know how species depend on other species to survive. 
The 5th graders are looking at our world through microscopes. We will be learning 
about cells. All students are encouraged to see themselves as scientists as we explore 
our amazing world.     
                                                                                                                                            
Scientifically yours,

Mary McElroy
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Welcome back to PE!!! 

We are starting the year off Stronger Together-Team Harmony. I believe it’s 
going to be a wonderful year in PE.

Students have already been working very hard this year learning skills and 
getting exercise in the gym. The K-2nd graders have been learning locomotor 
skills the first several weeks of school.  The 3rd-5th graders have been learning 
striking skills in volleyball.  All students have participated in various 
cardiovascular warm-ups and fitness games. Our 4th and 5th graders are also 
participating in the pre-test for the FITNESSGRAM physical fitness assessment.
Please make sure your child wears his/her tennis shoes/sneakers on their PE 
days. Not having the proper shoes on PE days will result in your child not being 
able to participate in the activities for the day.

12 interesting facts about exercise:
1.       Music improves workout performance
2.       Exercising improves brain performance
3.       Working out sharpens your memory
4.       Running burns calories!
5.       More muscle mass = burning more fat while resting
6.       Exercise prevents signs of aging
7.       A pound of muscle burns 3x more calories than a pound of fat
8.       You get sick less often
9.       Increases productivity
10.    Workouts can improve the look of your skin
11.    Exercising boosts self-confidence
12.    Working out helps you sleep better
 
Looking forward to a great year in PE!!!!!
Stay active and healthy,
                                                                                                      

Camille Ayers
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During the 2018-2019 school year students will study the elements of art: line, shape, form, space, color, 
texture, and value and continue with the principles of design: balance, proportion, rhythm, emphasis, and 
unity. All art lessons are created and planned so that students will be exposed to the appropriate GCPS Visual 
Art AKS for their grade level.
 
Students are working on the following:
Kindergarten – Students are working on a study of lines and shapes. We will continue to explore many more 
art mediums throughout this year, as well as learning the proper way to use our art materials.
1st grade – Students are creating friendly monsters with their lines.
2nd graders – Second graders are learning about line with Pete the Cat
3rd grade – Using their knowledge of landscapes, students are creating a landscape by using lines to define 
the different areas of foreground, middle ground, and background.
4th graders – Students are studying the rhythm of lines and emphasis.
5th grade – Fifth grade students are working on a zentangle design. Ask your student about zentangles!
 
We are fortunate to use many different art mediums in the art classroom from crayons, sharpies, watercolor 
paint, acrylic paint, tempera paint, clay, paper mache, to name just a few. Please dress your child 
appropriately for the art classroom.
 
If you are interested in helping out in art with hall displays, cutting, or helping in the art room, please email 
me – extra hands are always welcomed.
 
Thank you for your support of the arts in your child’s life……..they are truly amazing and it is my honor to 
have the opportunity to teach (and learn from) them daily!

Maryann Craig

FOCUS is off to a great start! We have been working on the importance of team work and 
participating in team building activities.  This year we will be focusing on literacy while 
incorporating grade level science and social studies curriculum.  It is going to be a great 
year!
 
Consider joining GAGE!
Gwinnett Alliance for Gifted Education - is a non-profit volunteer group of parents, 
teachers, administrators, and community leaders committed to:

-          Enriching the learning environment of gifted and high achieving students.
-          Enhancing the professional learning of educators to meet the unique academic 
needs of gifted and high achieving students.
-          Educating the parents and community about the characteristics including the 
social and emotional needs of gifted and high achieving.
-          Membership in GAGE includes automatic membership in the advocacy group at 
the state level, GAGC – Georgia Association for Gifted Children
-          Join online by credit card at http://www.gwinnettgifted.org/

 
It is going to be a great year!
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Welcome back parents!  

Just a few reminders for the clinic.  If your child is running a fever please do not 
send them to school.  They must be fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
fever reducers before they can return to school.  This same 24 hour policy also 
applies for vomiting.  This helps us to keep everyone in class as healthy as 
possible.  Also, paperwork has been sent home for students that have medical 
needs listed in their profiles.  Please complete the paperwork and return it as 
soon as possible.  If medication is needed for your child, an adult will need to 
bring it to the clinic.  The student is not allowed to transport medications to 
and from school.  

Thank you!! 

Did you know that September is Attendance Awareness Month? Regular attendance helps 
keep students on track academically, and can have lifelong benefits. At Harmony, we are 
ready to partner with you on all aspects of your child’s education. 

This year, we are celebrating perfect attendance each month to the theme of “Stronger 
Together.” Every student with 100% attendance each month will have his or her name on 
the bulletin board of superheroes. We are also pulling a few students each month from that 
list to dress as a superhero on the morning announcements to talk about the importance of 
attendance. 

Here are a few attendance tips:
· Make sure your children keep a regular bedtime and establish a morning routine.
· Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.
· Ensure your children go to school every day unless they are truly sick.
· Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s appointments when school is in session.
· Talk to teachers and counselors for advice if your children feel anxious about going 
to school.

Please let us know if there are ways we can help with attendance, improve school climate, or 
otherwise help your child receive the best educational experience possible.
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This year Gwinnett County has created Google accounts for all students K-12!  You child 
accesses this account through the student portal. The reason behind these accounts is to 
create an environment of collaboration for each student to be able to share work with 
teachers and other students.

eClass: Each classroom teacher has a course page.  On this page, you will see subject 
content that your child is learning or will be learning about.  Each teacher has also 
placed a class newsletter filled with information.  Take some time to look over the weekly 
newsletter to be familiar with the great happenings at Harmony!

Sincerely,

Kyle Flemish, LSTC

This year we will be joining millions of other students around the world in celebrating 
International Dot Day.   International Dot Day honors Creativity, Courage, and Collaboration. 
It starts with Peter H. Reynolds's inspiring story, The Dot.  The Dot encourages readers to think 
about how they can make their mark on the world. We will feature a variety of dot activities in 
the media center throughout September. 

The media center is sponsoring a writing contest as part of our Dot Day celebration.  Students 
can write about a way they make their mark on the world.  It can be as simple or as extravagant 
as they like. It could be the way they help at home, serve at school, or reach out into the 
community and beyond. Students can even talk about their future plans and dreams for making 
a difference. We will select winners from four categories: Essay or Paragraph, Poem, Comic, 
and Drawing. 

Younger students can have a grown-up help them write their words. (Please note this on your 
submission.)  Turn in your work to Dr. Friese in the media center by September 12th.  Essays / 
Paragraphs and Poems will get bonus points for adding a photo or artwork. Winners will be 
announced on September 17th.
We hope you'll join in celebrating the ways our Harmony community makes a positive 
difference in the world!
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